Schueco FW 50+ double-skin atrium rooflight installed by Roofglaze allows daylight to flood into the home while
maintaining a very high level of thermal efficiency

Letting the light flood in
With climate change and the environment still very much at the top of the global agenda,
Resi looks at a house that has been designed to provide a template for a future in which
low-impact housing will be the norm not the exception.
Sited in a beautiful location overlooking
the Sound of Mull, Eagle Rock is a
private house like no other. Designed
by Roderick James Architects LLP,
the 400 m2 building is elliptical in
shape with a sedum roof and achieves
an extraordinary 99% rating for
energy efficiency as well as 100% for
environmental impact.
One of a number of high-end
residences recently constructed in the
picturesque Achabeag area of Lochaline
in Argyll, Eagle Rock, with its 20-mile
wide panoramic views, is considered to
be the jewel in the crown of this new
sustainable development.

After consultation, it was decided
to install a bespoke Schueco FW 50+
double-skin atrium rooflight with a 20o
pitch and a mid-kerb transom detail.
Designed, fabricated and installed
by Roofglaze in conjunction with the
architects and the main contractor
(A A MacDonald Ltd), the rooflight
allows daylight to flood into the heart of
the property, while still maintaining
a very high level of thermal efficiency.
After living in the house through a
cold Scottish winter, the verdict of its
owners is that Eagle Rock has performed

exceptionally well: it has certainly
garnered praise from every visitor.
Commenting on the completed project,
lead architect Roderick James says:
‘Eagle Rock is a high-performance,
sustainable home with 450 mm of
recycled newspaper in the walls, argonfilled triple glazing, a 15 kW PV array
and a modest air-source heat pump.
The light-weight double-glazed
Schueco atrium rooflight provides
gentle year-round sunlight to the
internal courtyard. We are very pleased
with the installation.’

The house has a large living room with
a kitchen at one end, four bedrooms,
each with an en-suite bathroom, a home
cinema, a library and also a music and
games room. In addition, there are two
cloakrooms, a laundry and a cold larder.
At its centre is a three-storey glazed
gallery courtyard with curved concrete
arched staircases. Glazing the atrium
required detailed input from specialist
contractor and Schueco Partner
company, Roofglaze Ltd. The exposed
nature of the site meant that the glazed
roof had to be able to withstand extreme
weather conditions on a regular basis.

Eagle Rock is located in the picturesque but exposed Achabeag area of Lochaline overlooking
the Sound of Mull
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